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Course Outline: 

This course covers fundamental concepts of ethics and philosophy in Political Science, 

focusing on academic integrity, including its scope, significance, and application at various 

stages of research and publication. It aims to prevent misconduct such as Falsification, 

Fabrication, and Plagiarism (FFP), which can lead to retractions. It also addresses the ethical 

challenges of researching vulnerable populations, emphasising power dynamics, 

representation, dignity, and researcher responsibility throughout the research process.  

Further, the course also focuses on the institutional regulatory framework and governance of 

AI in research and publication. It will focus on databases, research metrics and AI policy in 

research to promote integrity and quality. It will cover AI policies and UGC policies to be 

followed by the University, both normatively and institutionally. It will address some questions 

like “Can I use AI in Research? Should I disclose it objectively? Who should take responsibility 

when something is wrong? What are the uses and misuses of AI? It will also address the use of 

AI, violations of copyright and patent law, and potential legal implications for educational 

institutions.  

Unit I: Academic Integrity  

1. Philosophy and ethics 
2. Academic Integrity:  Concept and Scope 
3. Publication Ethics and Misconduct: Concept and importance, Violation of publication 

ethics, authorship and Contributorship  
4.  Publication Misconduct: Plagiarism, Self-Plagiarism, Falsification, and Cheating 
5.  Field Research Ethics and Vulnerable Populations 
 

Unit-II: Policy Initiatives 

1. Databases and Research Metrics 
2. Generative Artificial Intelligence (AI) Policy in Research 
3. University of Delhi AI Policy: Strict Prohibition or Pragmatic Integration? 
4. Antiplagiarism Regulations and Research Quality 
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